




 
Write down the information found (if it was there), and go on to the next student name.  
This process was repeated several times and in several locations.  Student folders are kept 
in different places, and sometimes the folder was not available at the time we were 
searching.    
 
When Qing and I were satisfied that we had gleaned every morsel of useful information 
that could be found within the four walls of the college, we proceeded to the fun part of 
conducting the descriptive and inferential statistics.  Bring on SPSS!  And now we get to 
the part that you have all been patiently waiting for -- the results.  Of the 148 students 
who were enrolled in elementary algebra, there were 107 students who were placed 
according to one of the three placement methods.  Compared to all of the students 
registered at Asnuntuck in Fall 1999, the elementary algebra group tended to be younger 
and first-year students.  This was good news, because I had previously thought that 
students were holding off their math courses until the last possible semester of their 
Asnuntuck career.  The other good news was that the results of the Chi-square tests 
indicated no statistically significant difference in success rates among the three placement 
methods.  Unfortunately, there was quite a range of success rates.  The overall success 
rate for students placed by the SAT score was 60%, placed by the Accuplacer score was 
43.2%, and placed by the prerequisite course was 50.5%.  The small sample of students 
placed by SAT score (n=20) prevented successful completion of several Chi-square 
computations.  Results of the Chi-square tests that were performed confirmed common 
perceptions, even if the results were not statistically significant.   
 
• Evening students had a higher success rate than their day counterparts (63.9% 

compared to 43.7%).   
• Female students earned a higher success rate than male students (56.1% compared to 

41.5%).   
• Non-traditional students who were 22 years and older earned a higher success rate 

than the traditional students (61.7% compared to 41.7%).   
• The highest success rate occurred with non-traditional students placed by Accuplacer 

test score (78.9%).   
• The lowest success rate occurred with day, male students with a prealgebra 

prerequisite (20%-ouch!).  
 
I've always felt that the measure of a good research study wasn't in the answer to the 
question posed for the study, but instead in the number of questions subsequently 
generated by the results.  Using this criterion, Qing's and my research study was a great 
one!  We have many ideas for further studies that will put us back navigating through 
Banner and searching through student folders.  Lest you think this was all drudge work, 
let me assure you that Qing and I shared many good times together as we slogged through 
the data collection.  Chatter and laughter could be heard many times emanating from 
Qing's office, and it sure wasn't because Banner said something funny!  I look forward to 
tackling more studies with Qing, and then writing more articles for MATYCONN! 
 



 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
 
 

John Bagioni, seasoned science teacher 
at Wolcott High School, will be presenting 
“REAL-TIME WEATHER” on May 10 at 
the MATYCONN annual Spring Meeting. 
John's passion for the outdoors appears 
to have led him down the path to 
becoming a consulting meteorologist. 
Countless days of observing and 
photographing cloud formations, 
recording local climate data and studying 
disruptive storms during his teenage 
years solidified his desire to learn as 
much about the earth sciences as 
possible.  He received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Earth Science from 
C.C.S.U.   In 1992, he received "A 

Celebration of Excellence" award for the development of a hands-on 
real-time meteorology course called "Real-Time Weather."  
 

For the past 20 years, John has run a private weather consulting 
business called Fax-Alert Weather Service. He provides a variety of 
weather information to clients such as oil companies, construction 
firms, Public Works Departments, snow removal contractors, 
Superintendents of Schools, insurance companies, telecommunication 
providers, emergency response teams 
and law offices.   
 

John's presentation will demonstrate the 
incredible role live (real-time) Internet 
weather data can play in the instruction of 
meteorological concepts, along with the 
unavoidable connection between 
mathematics and weather. 
 

Professors Barb Caserta and  

"Bobby" Lynott, movie buffs from 
NVCC, will treat us to a presentation of 
"MATH IN THE MOVIES."  Their finite 
collection of movie clips will jog our 
memories and tickle our fancies as we 
dine on sumptuous pizza. 

 

 

 



 
 

MATYCONN Nominating Committee's 
 

PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS  
for the 2002-2003 Academic Year 

 
 
Voting will take place at the May 10, 2002, Meeting at Naugatuck Valley 
 
 

President:                 Bob Lynott (Naugatuck Valley)  
 

Write-in _______________________ 
 
 
Vice President:  Alice Burstein (Middlesex) 
 

Write-in _______________________ 
 

 
Secretary:                 Barbara Paskov (Manchester)  
 

Write-in _______________________ 
  
 
Treasurer:                 Jill Zimmerman (Manchester) 
 

Write-in _______________________ 
 
 
Membership Chair: Cora Preibis (Middlesex) 
 

Write-in _______________________ 
 
 
Math Contest  Steve Krevisky (Middlesex)  
Coordinator:    

Write-in _______________________ 
 
 
Minority Scholarship  Slav Sharapov (Quinebaug Valley) 
Coordinator:                 

Write-in _______________________ 
 
 
Newsletter Editor: Bonnie Simon (Naugatuck Valley) and Elaine Dinto (Naugatuck Valley)  
 

Write-in _______________________ 
 
 
Webmaster:  Elaine Dinto (Naugatuck Valley)  
 

Write-in _______________________ 
 



MATHEMATICAL ASSOCIATION OF TWO YEAR COLLEGES OF CONNECTICUT  
 

(MATYCONN) 
http://155.43.16.5/matyconn 

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
First Name                      Middle Initial                            Last Name 
 
___________________________(______)___________________(______)___________________ 
College                                        College Phone                             College Fax 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
College Street Address                                                    E-Mail 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
               City                                                                     State                          Zip Code 
 
______________________________________________(______)__________________________ 
Residence Street Address                                                 Phone 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
               City                                                                      State                         Zip Code 
 
____ Check here if you do NOT want to be listed in the MATYCONN Membership Directory. 
____ Check here if you do NOT want your college information to be listed on the MATYCONN website. 
 
*  Membership Fees: 
 
_____  $10 Yearly membership for full-time department members 
 
_____  $18 Two-year membership 
 
_____  $5 Yearly membership for adjuncts and students 
 
_____  $9 Two-year membership for adjuncts and students 
 
_____  Contribution to the MATYCONN Scholarship Fund 
 
_____  $60 AMATYC yearly membership: includes one subscription to The AMATYC Review 
            and the AMATYC News (Please include AMATYC Membership form which can be printed  
    from http://www.amatyc.org/MembershipInfo/MmbrshpInfo.html.) 
 
_____  I am currently a member of AMATYC. 
 
_____  Total Enclosed 
 
*  Effective May 18, 1995, by a vote of the MATYCONN Executive Board, if you overpay your 
    MATYCONN dues the extra money will automatically go into the MATYCONN    
    Scholarship Fund. 
 
    Please mail this completed form and a check payable to MATYCONN to 
    Jill Zimmerman, M/S #18, Manchester Community College, P.O. Box 1046, Manchester CT 06045-1046   
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