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YOUR AGE BY CHOCOLATE MATH

It takes less than a minute....... Work this out as you read.

1. First of all, pick the number of times a week that you would like to have chocolate
(More than once but less than 10)

Multiply this number by 2 (Just to be bold)

Add 5 (For Sunday)

Multiply it by 50; I'll wait while you get the calculator.................

If you have already had your birthday this year add 1755. If you haven't, add 1754.
Now subtract the four digit year that you were born. You should have a three digit
number.

ok wh

The first digit of this was your original number (i.e., how many times you want to
have chocolate each week).

THIS IS THE ONLY YEAR (2005) IT WILL EVER WORK,
SO SPREAD IT AROUND WHILE IT LASTS.

From a strictly mathematical viewpoint it goes like this:

What makes 100%? What does it mean to give MORE than 100%? Ever wonder about
those people who say they are giving more than 100%?

Here’s a little mathematical formula that might help you answer these questions:

If
A B CDETFGH I JKLMNOP QRS STUVWXY Z

Is represented as
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Then K -N-O-W-L -E-D-G-E=
11+14+15+23+12+5+4+7+5=96%

And H-A-R-D-W- O- R- K=
8+1+18+4+23+15+18+ 11 =98%

And A-T-T-1-T-U-D-E=
1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5=100%

But P-E-R-S-E-V-E-R-A-N-C-E'is
16+ 5+18+19+ 5+22+5 +18+ 1+14+3+ 5=131%

So, one can conclude with mathematical certainty that while Knowledge and Hard Work
will get you close, and Attitude will get you there, it's Perseverance that will put you over
the top.



What's the best math related book you've read recently?

Although no one submitted a "best math related book," this wins "best
passage.” It's from A// I Really Need to Know I learned in Kindergarten:
Uncommon Thoughts on Common Things, by Robert Fulghum

Submitted by Nancy Bell, Math/Science Secretary, NVCC

Ever SEEN AN ABACUS? You know, those centipedelike things with wooden beads in rows.
They're sold mostly in knickknack import shops, for wall decoration. But, in fact, an
abacus is an adding machine, calculator, and computer. On second thought, that's not
quite frue. The abacus is just a visual record of the computations going on in the mind
of the person using it.

Millions of people in Asia still use the abacus daily. And it has been in use there for a
couple of thousand years of more. Not only is it an effective practical tool, but it is nice
to look at. Nice to hold and touch. Wood and brass and ivory. And the older they get
and the longer they are handled by a human being, the lovelier they get—smooth and
dark and polished. They will last for a lifetime; they will never need updating; all the
software needed to drive them is between your ears; and if they break they can be
fixed by an eight-year-old with household tools.

The presence of the abacus puts some kinds of progress in perspective. I remember a
time when a Japanese-American computer conglomerate moved into the Chinese market
in a big way. In order to demonstrate the value of its small pocket calculators, it
arranged a contest. The great abacus-PC shoot-out. The guy who won—the one with the
abacus, of course—was named Chan Kai Kit. Hong Kong Chinese—a senior clerk for a
chipping company. It is true that the operator of the little computer did handle the pile
of invoices forty-four seconds faster than Chan Kai Kit and his abacus. But the
computer got the wrong answer. Seems the machine operator was in too big a hurry to
prove how smart his machine was and fed it fuzzy facts. Much face was lost.

Now don't get me wrong. Pocket calculators are here to stay, and they have their place.
A Luddite T am not—machines are not evil in themselves. And a careful, thoughtful man
like Chan Kai Kit might do even better with his own pocket calculator instead of his
abacus—who knows? It's just that I'm a sentimentalist about the wonders of the human
hand and mind. And when I find evidence that it can still hold its own in the face of the
wizardry of the electronic circuitry of little chips, I am pleased. It is comforting to
know that some very old and very simple ways of getting from one place to another still
work.

And T ponder the fact that an ancient and worn abacus will find its way to the walls of
the twentieth century as a thing of art and wonder, made lovely by its usefulness and
made useful by its beauty. I have an old wooden bowl and an elderly chopping knife I
would stack up against a food processor any day. It's the same story.



Here ye, Hear ye!!

=

We want you
to Rnow the winners of the

15" Annual Math Contest,
held on Saturday, April 9

On April 9, 2005, students from two-year colleges across the state had the opportunity to participate in
MATYCONN's 15th Annual Math Contest. Every Math Department within the Community College system
has been encouraged to participate and support this annual event!

The mathematics content included in the contest is through the Intermediate Algebra level. Problems
included applications, geometry, logic, basic statistics, quadratic equations, etc. Students needed to think
critically, and advanced students might not have an advantage. Students needed to solve twenty
guestions (worth from 1 to 3 points each) in two hours, so time was a factor. All answers had to be
complete, with proper units or labels (no partial credit); calculators were allowed.

Each participating campus contributed $50 (sent to Bob Lynott, MATYCONN Treasurer) towards system
prizes. MATYCONN, as the sponsoring organization, also contributed. System-wide, plaques will be given
to the top winners. In addition, each campus was encouraged to give local prizes to their winners,
including cash awards and certificates.

System-wide contact people for the 15th Annual Math Contest included Don Cronan (Asnuntuck), Kathy
Herron (Capital), Miguel Garcia (Gateway), Mark Leach (Housatonic). Mike Robillard (Manchester), Steve
Krevisky (Middlesex), Bob Lynott (Naugatuck Valley), Keith Adams (Northwestern), Richard Anastasio
and Peter Daupern (Norwalk), Slav Sharapov (Quinebaug Valley), Larisa Alikhanova (Three Rivers), and
Jean-Mark Cenet (Tunxis).

CONG RATU LAT|ONS to this year’s winners, whose

names will be announced at the Spring MATYCONN Meeting!

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT HOW TO HELP
NEXT TIME AROUND,

or to contribute a problem or two, please contact Steve Krevisky at
Middlesex Community College, (860) 343-5792, SKrevisky@mxcc.commnet.edu.




MATYCONN Nominating Committee's

PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS

for the 2005-2006 Academic Year

Voting will take place at the April 29, 2005, Meeting at Gateway
Community College, North Haven Campus

President:

Vice President:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Membership Chair:

Math Contest

Coordinator:

Minority Scholarship
Coordinator:

Newsletter Editor:

Webmaster:

Joe Karnowski (Norwalk)

Write-in

Mark Leach (Housatonic)

Write-in

Betsey Doane (Housatonic)

Write-in

Deb Litwinko (Naugatuck Valley)

Write-in

Jana Sime (Manchester)

Write-in

Steve Krevisky (Middlesex)

Write-in

Larisa Alikhanova (Three Rivers)

Write-in

Bonnie Simon and Elaine Dinto (Naugatuck Valley)

Write-in

Elaine Dinto (Naugatuck Valley)

Write-in




MATHEMATICAL ASSOCIATION OF TWO YEAR COLLEGES OF CONNECTICUT

(MATYCONN)
http://www.nv3.commnet.edu/matyconn

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

First Name Middle Initial Last Name
( ) ( )

College College Phone College Fax
College Street Address E-Mail

City State Zip Code

( )

Residence Street Address Phone

City State Zip Code

Check here if you do NOT want to be listed in the MATYCONN Membership Directory.
Check here if you do NOT want your college information to be listed on the MATYCONN website.

* Membership Fees:
$10 Yearly membership for full-time department members
$18 Two-year membership
$5 Yearly membership for adjuncts and students
$9 Two-year membership for adjuncts and students
__ Contribution to the MATYCONN Scholarship Fund

$60 AMATYC yearly membership: includes one subscription to The AMATYC Review
and the AMATYC News

I am currently a member of AMATYC.
Total Enclosed

* Effective May 18, 1995, by a vote of the MATYCONN Executive Board, if you overpay your
MATYCONN dues the extra money will automatically go into the MATYCONN
Scholarship Fund.

Please mail this completed form and a check payable to MATYCONN to
Robert Lynott, Math Department, Naugatuck Valley Community College,
750 Chase Parkway, Waterbury, CT 06708



AMATYCMEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

First Name Middle Initial Last Name Position
College

College Address Phone
City State Zip
Residence Address Phone
City State Zip
Email

Indicate preferred mailing address: OCollege OResidence

O Check here if you wish your name to be excluded from the AMATYC Directory.
O Check here if you wish your name to be excluded from any non-AMATYC mailing lists.

Regular Membership Categories: These memberships include The AMATYC Review and the AMATYC News. Summary
O  Individual Membership
O $60 for 1 year O $115 for 2 years O $170 for 3years O $1,200 for Life Membership

a $10 Yearly Associate Membership (full-time student, non-voting member)
Name of AMATYC sponsor
NOTE: Institutional Membership information available upon request. $

Special Membership Categories: (Full-time mathematics faculty excluded) Special Membership categories DO NOT
include The AMATYC Review, membership drive information, voting rights, or eligibility for AMATYC office.

O  $30 Yearly Retired Membership a $30 Yearly Adjunct Faculty $
The following journals are available for an additional charge:
(Subscription(s) may be for up to the same number of years as your AMATYC membership.)

O  Mathematics and Computer Education ( 3 issues per year)

O $24 for 1 year O $45 for 2 years O $65 for 3 years $
O  The College Mathematics Journal (5 issues per year)

O $55for 1 year O $110 for 2 years O $165 for 3 years $
O PRIMUS [Problems, Resources, and Issues in Mathematics Undergraduate Studies] (4 issues per year)

0O $32 for 1 year O $64 for 2 years 0O $96 for 3 years $

Voluntary Donations:

O AMATYC Foundation $. $
O  AMATYC CrossroadsRevision Project
O $10 (suggested) 3  Other $ $
All payments in U.S. funds payable to AMATYC Total Amount Enclosed $
OCheck # OVisa OMastercard ODiscover
Credit Card # Signature
Exp. Date
How did you learn about AMATYC?
O Colleague O Supervisor O Conference Announcement O Affiliate Meeting
O Summer Institute O Crossroads O The AMATYC News O TheAMATYC Review

O Other, please specify

OPTIONAL DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION (Please check one in each category):

Ethnicity/Race (multiple selections may be appropriate) Gender Institution (please select one only)
OHispanic or Latino ethnicity OFemale OTwo-Year College

OAmerican Indian or Alaskan Native OMale OFour-Year College

OAsian OOther, please specify.

OBlack or African American

ONative Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
O White

O Other

Mail Completed Application and Payment To:

AMATYC Office
Southwest Tennessee CC
5983 Macon Cove
Memphis, TN 38134
Phone: 901.333.4643 Fax: 901.333.4651
Email: amatyc@amatyc.org Website: www.amatyc.org






